
 

A New Zoning Code for a 21st Century Los Angeles  
 
To create livable communities, encourage sustainable development and foster 
economic vitality, we need a modern and user-friendly zoning code ς we need 
to re:code LA.  

City Council: September 10, 2014 

Quarterly Report & Code Evaluation 



History & Background 

ÅGrown from 84 small-format pages to over 600 
standard-format pages 

 



Code Interpretations & Memos 

ÅThousands of Zoning Code 
Interpretations 

 

ÅCountless Memos 

 

ÅCommunity Plan Footnotes 



Department Resources 

ÅMajority of resources are now devoted to Cases, 
Administration and Support 

Case Processing 
61% 

Community Planning  
10% 

Citywide Planning 
4% 

Admin and Support 
25% 

Department Budget Allocation 



Overlays & Site Specific Conditions 

Å60% of the City is covered 
by special overlays, and 
site-specific conditions 
(Qs, Ts, & Ds) 

shown in dark grey on the right 

 

ÅMajority of properties 
have 2 or more different 
sets of regulations 

 



Project Deliverables & Timeline 

ÅCitywide Zoning Code 

ÅDowntown Development Code 

ÅInteractive Web-Based Code System 

WE ARE HERE 



More Effective Community Planning 
Tools 



Case Processing Procedures 

ÅStreamline and Consolidate 
 

ÅEliminate obsolete or 
redundant procedures 

 

ÅIdentify and incorporate 
common Conditions of 
Approval into regulations 



Quarterly Report 
Where are we now? 

(last report: March 2014) 



Since Last Report 

ÅRegional Forums 
Å7 forums with over 500 in 

attendance 

ÅVirtual Forum 
ÅProject Website 
ÅPublic comments via MarkUp and 

ongoing article series 

Å3 City Planning Commission 
Meetings 
ÅMay 22, 2014 
ÅJune 6, 2014 
ÅJune 26, 2014 

ÅAdditional stakeholder group 
meetings 



Oversight Committees 

Zoning Advisory Committee 

ÅMet 5 times and discussed:  
ÅCode Evaluation Report 

ÅDowntown Planning & 
Development  

ÅDiscretionary Process Impact  
ÅAffordability of housing and cost 

of development 

ÅCommunity point of view 

Technical Advisory Committee 

ÅGave feedback on Code 
Evaluation Report 

 
 

 



Interactive Web-Based Code System 

Completed: 

VTechnical 
Architecture 

 

VVisual Designs 

 

VάtǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘέ 

aka Prototype 

These images are from the 
approved design sets, are 
not the final product, and 
are subject to change.  



Whatôs Next? 

ÅApproach Report 
ÅOutlines structure/organization of Zoning Code 

 

ÅDowntown Development Code (internal draft) 
ÅPreliminary proposal to be reviewed by project team 

 

ÅWebCode Alpha System Testing 
ÅDone by programmers, reviewed by project team 

ÅBeta Testing will follow 



Code Evaluation Report 
How do we spend the next four years? 



Summary of Code Evaluation 

ÅOutlines directions & key 
provisions for a new 
citywide Zoning Code  

 

ÅGuides the development 
of a Downtown Code and 
a new, first-of-its-kind 
web-based code 

 



Evaluation Report Organization 

1. Distinct Neighborhoods  
Provide a clearer, more prescriptive approach to 
promoting and preserving neighborhood character.  
 

2. Housing Affordability and Diversity  
Expand housing options to provide a more complete 
range of people and incomes.  
 
3. Centers and Corridors  
Rethink commercial corridors and centers to focus on 
providing accessible and healthy environments to live, 
work, learn and thrive in.  
 
4. Transportation Choice  
Provide mobility choices that balance the needs and 
safety for all modes of transportation. 




